
Please e-mail further articles for Pinner Post to:- rjakers@hotmail.co.uk 

  Annual Competitions 
 

The annual 9 sheet competitions are being held on Tuesday 5th 
February 2019. The number of entries in last years competition 
was, to say the least disappointing.  Please support the club and 
try to enter one or more of the disciplines—Stamps, Postal 
History, Thematics & Postcards.  There is plenty of time now 
the dark winter nights are upon us to plan an entry. 

Annual DINNER  
Grimsdyke Golf Club  

Oxhey Lane, Hatch End HA5 4AL  
Meeting at 7.00 for 7.30pm  

on  

Tuesday 13th November 2018 
Please book early to avoid disappointment.  

4th September Members Displays. 
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Stampersham60 
 

Amersham & District P.S. are holding a stamp day to celebrate 
their 60th anniversary on Saturday 27th October 2018 at  
Amersham Community Centre along with the M.P.F who will 
be holding the inter-society 9 sheet competitions. 

 THE PINNER POST 
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Amersham & District P.S. Display. 

Postcard of Omani Arab Country Woman.  Cancelled 
with Reunion A Marseille Djibouti Arabiant Ship Mark 



   2 

For our April meeting we welcomed guest speakers from Amersham who gave 
us another interesting evening.  The first was Chris Marsh, with a display he 
called, ` A Miscellany`.  He started with the Sultanate of Oman.  The Sultanate 
of Oman is the second largest country in Arabia and lies to the east of Saudi 
Arabia. Sultan Said bin Taimur ruled his country from 1932 to 1970. He did 
not want anything to do with the outside world and the country became very 
backward. There were few paved roads, most people had no electricity and  
water, and the country had only 3 schools. 
On 23rd July 1970 through a calm Palace coup, his son Qaboos bin Said, who 
had been educated at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, and returned 
home in 1966, took over the country and brought it into the 20th century.  He is 
still in power today.  Chris also passed around what looked like resin, but 
was in fact Frankincense, a gum from a tree, in Oman.  The first Post Office 
was built in 1864 at Muscat.  The mail travelled by camel train to the P.O. to 
be sent to the outside world.  There is a lack of Postal History as little was sent. 
Post was not delivered, people had to collect it at post boxes. The original Post 
Office is not there anymore, but the country now has 80 Post Offices. 
Their post went through the Indian authorities then in 1947 for three months it 
was  the Pakistan postal Administration. Still using the Indian stamps but the 
word Pakistan printed across it.  In April 1947 the British opened Post Offices 
in Eastern Arabia. The British authority overseas disbanded in 1966. 
18th November is National Day and special stamps are produced every year to 
celebrate the modernization of the country.  In 1973 stamps illustrated the new 
airport, 1975 saw the completion of several major projects, including the first 
desalination plant, a National sports stadium and television centre. In 1976 they 
built 70Km of road. 
Chris then went onto Birds. Remarking it is difficult to know how to collect, 
keep and display as there are thousands. Do you do it by Country or species? 
He displayed British Bird stamps.  The first British bird stamp was in 1957  
depicting a barn swallow.  Then a display about the birds of Mauritius, and not 
bird stamps of Mauritius. The display can be split into five groups, Endemic, 
Indigenous, Exotic,  Migrating Species, and Extinct.  The next group was about 
Penguins, who occur in the Antarctic and the Southern oceans. There are 18 
species of Penguins. 
Chris`s last display was with Local Post Cards. – Local Anglican Churches and 
their Patronages.  In the Diocese of Oxford. In addition to identifying the many 
different patronages of our Churches, the display also highlighted the many 
different forms which our Anglican Churches have been built in. He showed 
examples of Social History, Alms houses, Horse Fare, Bliss Tweed Mill,  
Chipping Norton, which is now flats. 

Display by Amersham & District P.S. 
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As a tribute to all who have served in the Royal Air Force (RAF) in the last 
century, Isle of Man Post Office has commissioned a set of eight  
commemorative stamps, highlighting the rich history and legacy of the RAF – 
the world’s first independent air force. A unique feature of this stamp  
collection is the incredible depth of information that each stamp contains in 
relation to the RAF history. The stamps not only include images of iconic 
RAF aircraft – from the earlier fighter aircraft such as the Sopwith Camel, to 
the more recent Typhoon and Lighting II – they also contain other details such 
as key airfields, personnel, medal ribbons, flags and the RAF Ensign. As an 
added bonus, each stamp also includes a secret message in morse code, which 
is only visible under UV light. Once deciphered, the message reveals the  well
-known poem ‘High Flight’, by John Gillespie Magee, a Canadian Air Force 
pilot who trained at the RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire. The poem was penned 
shortly before he died, at the age of 19, in a Spitfire training accident at RAF 
Cranwell. His Spitfire call sign and engine number are included on the final 
stamp.  
     The RAF was formed on the 1st of April 1918. Twenty-one years later 
RAF bases started to open on the Isle of Man, beginning with RAF Jurby in 
September 1939. RAF Andreas was opened two years later as a fighter   
airfield, while the civilian aerodrome at Ronaldsway was taken over by the 
RAF in 1940 and became RAF Ronaldsway. RAF Air-Sea Rescue marine 
craft were based at Ramsey, Peel, Douglas and Castletown during the war 
years.  
      One of the key charities that support the RAF is the RAF Benevolent 
Fund, which cares for more than 65,000 serving and former RAF personnel 
and their families. The significance and impact of the RAF Benevolent Fund 
is acknowledged in the 100 Years of the RAF Stamp Sheets and Prestige 
Booklet – a full colour 24-page booklet that contains two sets of adhesive 
RAF stamps. The booklet also includes additional text on the history of the 
RAF written by Air Vice Marshal David Murray OBE, Controller of the RAF 
Benevolent Fund.  
     The collection was designed by Ben Glazier and his team at Glazier  
Design, a creative agency in London. Ben’s grandfather Geoffrey Glazier was 
a Royal Flying Corps pilot on active duty in France on the 1st of April 1918, 
making him one of the first RAF Officer Pilots on that first day. His war lasted 
only three weeks before he was shot down and injured.  
     The issue date for the “100 Years of the RAF stamp” collection was the 
15th of January 2018. The collection is available for purchase via telephone 
(01624 698430) or online. 

THEMATIC CORNER 
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Our second display by David Lee was on Ethiopia. David presented the first 
issue of stamps produced in 1894, and substantive ones which kept the 
same colour for quite a while.  In addition he also displayed the postage due 
issues from 1908 with different rates. He then showed the coronation stamps of 
Emperor Haile Selassie in 1930, as well as reprints of an issue of 1919. 
These are reprints created by Busag print works- using the original plates that 
the previous postmaster was given in lieu of wages.  After the animal stamps 
were demonetised in 1929.  He was authorised, by an imperial edict,  to create 
reprints on condition they were not reimported back to Ethiopia. They were 
pawned off as essays and he explained how people can tell the reprints from 
the originals by the gum. The original gum is smooth and pale whereas the 
gum on the reprints is brownish and cracked. David had a number of stamps 
with mistakes on them. Also, high value stamps which were not often use so 
were overprinted with a lower value, to use them up. 

1936 – Gore Crosses  These stamps were 
for use by the Ethiopian Government in 
the town of Gore in the Western  
mountains of Ilubabor Overprint on 
Croix Rouge issues in pairs with a small 
red cross on one stamp and a larger red 
cross on the adjoining stamp. With the 
fall of Addis Ababa in May 1936 to the 
Italians the Ethiopian Government had 
moved to Gore, which the Italians then 
captured in the November.  Emperor 
Haile Selassie returned to his capital   
Addis Ababa on 5th May 1941 and  

Independence was restored by 1942.  He had the first restoration definitives, 
with three values, the Amharic writing  under the French. Between 1947 and 
1953 many pictorial issues were issued depicting life, scenery and buildings.  
David displayed a set of stamps which, though not catalogued, seemed to 
be related to the establishment of the Princess Tsahal Memorial Hospital in 
Addis Ababa.  These, he said, were most likely to have been issued as charity 
stamps to raise money. 
The image of Princess Tsahai with a patient in Guy`s Hospital was used for the 
May 1959 issue to commemorate the 100thAnniversary of the founding of the 
International Red Cross.  He questioned how many people knew that, during 
Emperor Haile Selassie’s term of exile, his daughter stayed in Britain and 
trained as a nurse at Great Ormond Street hospital, then nursed at Guy’s  
Hospital after qualifying.  Ethiopia`s stamps designers were trained in Britain, 
one was trained at the Slade School of Art.  
 
 
Thanks to Lyn Meakins for this report. 

Ethiopia 1947 Air.  Douglas DC-3 over 
canoe on lake Tana. 

tel:01624%20698430
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WW2 - POW Mail, Singapore & Malaya.  
A display by David Tett. 

     David entertained us with an exceptional display of prisoner of war and 
civilian internee mail from Singapore and Malaya during the Japanese  
occupation during the Second World War. 
     His display started with mail that had been in transit in the postal system 
but couldn't be delivered and was subsequently returned to the sender where 
possible.  He explained the various markings applied to the mail by the postal 
administrations involved.  There were examples from one very unfortunate 
group of soldiers who had been rescued from the beaches at Dunkirk and tak-
en back to England.  They were then sent to Basra in Iraq.  On their way to 
the Middle East the ships carrying them received orders to divert to Singapore 
to reinforce the garrison.  They arrived just in time to meet the Japanese  
invasion and most were quickly captured and sent to prisoner of war camps.  
     Throughout the war, the Japanese authorities kept very poor records of 
their prisoners and they were not interested in providing a mail  
service for them.  It was left to a British officer to organise and run the postal 
arrangements.  He established with the help of other prisoners an effective 
postal system known as the 'Bureau of Records and Enquiries' which not only 
traced the location of individuals but also arranged for their mail to be  
forwarded to them when they moved camp.  There were about 52,000 British, 
Australian and other Commonwealth troops in captivity.  Both the British and 
Australians were able to organise with the aid of the International Red Cross a 
basic postal system that  
allowed for the exchange of mail between the prisoners and their  
families.  On average a British prisoner received no more than five messages 
during their three and half years in captivity.   

Most mails were censored on arrival in Singapore.  This cover was additionally opened and 
resealed in Tokyo. The resealing tape characters read Dia Nippon Teikoku Teishin Sho, or 
Great Japanese Empire  Communications Ministry, on the front. This is over-stamped by a 
circular handstamp bearing the same wording. 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Some members may already be aware of this, but the new General Data  
Protection  Regulations affect everyone in the Society. The Society will be 
required to comply with the provisions of this legislation, which came into 
force on 25th May, 2018. You will be required to complete a consent form, 
authorising the Society to retain certain personal information about you and 
which is needed for the efficient running of the Society and the information 
held will be used for the circulation of information to you – such as details of 
meetings, auctions and the packet etc. 
Many of you, who are members of other societies – philatelic or otherwise – 
will already be familiar with the process.  You will only have to do this once as 
the annual subscription renewal will automatically endorse your consent. No 
details will be disclosed to a third party.  Data will be held by the  
Secretary, Treasurer and Packet Secretary who will ensure that it is  
maintained accurately and kept up to date.  Your full co-operation will be 
greatly appreciated. 

J.B. Williamson & Single Sheet Competitions 
 

There was again a disappointing number of entries for both competitions.   
Only one entry for the J.B. Williamson, Derek Osbourne with ‘Orchids’.   
There were two entries for the single sheet with Richard Akers in first place 
with ‘Canals ‘, Derek Osbourne came second with ‘War Occupation’. 

NEWS FROM THE PACKET 
 

Terry Reynolds has just joined us and is putting circulation books in the  
Pinner Packet.  He also runs the St. Albans and Harpenden circulation packet 
and he would love to hear from anyone wishing to let him have books for him 
to circulate. 
If you would like to submit books, please get in touch with me. Mike Peascod. 

Committee contact details. 
 

President: Jennifer McIlvenny. Tel: 0208 866 6401  email:  jamcilvenny@talktalk.net 
Secretary: Richard Akers.  Tel: 01604 859813  email: rjakers@hotmail.co.uk 
Treasurer: Gordon Catto.  Tel: 0208 868 8765  email: gordon.catto@blueyonder.co.uk 
Packet Secretary: Mike Peascod.  Tel: 0208 868 0851  
email: mike.peascod104@gmail.com 
Auction: David Minnion.  Tel: 0208 868 7927  email: dminnion@waitrose.com 
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      Individually, it is impossible to associate one vignette, from this Series, 
with a specific carnet, unless they chance upon the one from the bottom right 
hand corner of the pane. They are all identically perforated (perf 11) and have 
like measurements (of 18 x 24mm). Even some blocks of four (different)  
vignettes are to be found in panes originating from different carnets but,  
generally speaking, given a combination of two or more se-tenant research 
suggests that, in the majority of instances, it is possible to identify their 
source. 
       Although I have chosen to highlight this particular issue, there are many 
other interesting series, some more colourful, others more educational, and 
still others more skilfully engraved and printed. It would require a far lengthier 
article to offer a comprehensive description of all the material to be found. 

      Due to the, often, somewhat primitive printing methods – utilised during 
the First World War – almost all of the vignettes, printed at that time, have 
imperfections.  Many have ragged or almost non-existent perforations and  
colour shifts are commonplace, with the Red Cross symbol itself regularly 
displaced.  This, latter mentioned, aspect is perfectly understandable when one 
appreciates that, almost invariably, the cross (in red) was inserted at a totally 
separate printing.  The study of these vignettes is recommended as a  
rewarding, illuminating and fascinating aspect of French philately. 

Figure 4. 

Pinner Post. 
 

Please send any articles for Pinner Post to the Editor, John West.   
email: j.c.dick.west@hotmail.co.uk 
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   Both the British and Australians were able to organise with the aid of the  
International Red Cross a basic postal system that allowed for the exchange of 
mail between the prisoners and their families.  On average a British prisoner 
received no more than five messages during their three and half years in  
captivity.  Almost all these messages were limited to a maximum of 25 words, 
although several individuals managed to get around this restriction.  Mail for the 
U.K. was first sent to Japan for  
censoring, then sent on to China for conveyance to Russia where it was carried 
on the Trans Siberian Railway to Moscow.  At this time Russia was neutral and 
not involved in the Far East War.  The mail was then  
forwarded to Persia, and on to Egypt, West Africa and eventually to the 
U.K.  The whole system was very slow and the Japanese were  
uncooperative, showed very little interest and left it to the British and Red Cross 
to organise.  The civilian captives fared only slightly better.    They were held in 
segregated camps in the notorious Changi Jail.  They could exchange mail with 
their families but again the system was slow and inefficient.  However, no  
restrictions were placed on the number of messages that could be sent or  
received.  Some Australians even managed to send photographs enclosed in 
their letters.  Captured Indian and Chinese soldiers fared much worse.   
The Indians were pressured into joining a Japanese military force for the  
invasion of India.  Soldiers who would not co-operate were placed in special 
camps and remarkably some received mail from India and some examples were 
shown.  The war ended in July 1945 and during August and September both the 
military and civilian were repatriated. 
Before they left their camps the prisoners were allowed to send telegrams to 
their families informing them of their release. 
     David concluded his excellent display with a selection of postcards showing 
the ships used in the repatriation.  

 
Thanks go the Eric Keefe for this report. 

Little is known of mail sent by 
the Indian and Gurkha POW’s, 
since very few cards are known. 
This is the only example of a 
card from a Gurkha, known.  It 
is from Malaya or Singapore 
with a pre-printed message. 
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“Monuments de Paris” 

      Amongst the most common of the vignettes, that are regularly found in 
‘Schoolboy Collections, are those originating from the “Monuments de Paris” 
series’, which was first produced during the First World War by the “Societe 
de Secours au Blesses Militaires” – an aid society for wounded soldiers which 
operated under the aegis of the Red Cross. In total, there are 40 different  
Parisian sites, featured on 40 different vignettes.  They first appeared in 1913 
and were, originally, issued in two booklets of 20.  These were distinguished, 
the one from the other, by the words “Series A” and “Series B” with lettering 
(in red) to that effect on both the front cover (Figure 1) and below the bottom 
right hand vignette in each pane 
within the carnet (Figure 3).  
The carnet, and its contents, 
were printed in blue and red on 
white – although they would, 
later, appear in black and red on 
white when a booklet was  
published with a composite  
issue of all 40.    
     These same vignettes were to 
re-appear at regular intervals, in  
various formats, during the next 
decade. They would be  
re-printed and re-issued in blue 
and red (but with shade variations) in booklets of 10 and 20.  Specifically, 
separate issues are recorded in 1916, 1920 and circa 1925.  The vignettes in 
this series make a fascinating topic for research, challenging one – as they do 
– to determine their particular booklet of origin. 
     The early booklets, containing “Series A” and “Series B”, were in a large 
format, measuring 135 x 90mm, 
but the later issues were reduced in 
size to a smaller format which 
measured 60 x 72mm (Figure 2).  
Although the cover design  
remained virtually unaltered, there 
were one or two significant  
differences.  Naturally, the  
illustration on the cover was  
diminished in size on a scale com-
mensurate with the decrease in 
size of the cover.  Clouds, in the 
sky on the larger size of the      

Figure 2. 

Figure 1. 
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booklets, disappeared to make 
way for the words “Ville de  
Paris” – which now appeared on 
either side of the of the obelisk 
that formed the centrepiece of the 
Parisian scene depicted.   
Booklets of 10 sold at 0.50c and 
the booklets of 20 were priced, 
variously, at 1Fc (sic), 1Fr., 2Fr., 
(1920) and (by 1925) 5Fr. 
      Each of these, later, carnets 
contained combinations of the 
vignettes, which had first  
appeared in both “Series A” and 

“Series B”, usually in equal  proportions.  These issues were identified, within 
their respective booklets, as “Series 1”, “Series 2” and, I have to assume, 
“Series 3” – of which I can find no trace – then “Series 4” (Figure 4).  It is 
even possible to sub-divide these still further, with “Series 2”, for example, 
appearing as “2e Serie” in one carnet and “2me Serie” in another.  In certain, 
reprinted, booklets of Series “1” and “2”, the “Bulletin d’Adhesion”, which 
appeared as the first page, was excluded and replaced with a picture of the 
“Medaille Commemorative A La Gloire Des Blesses”, which was on sale at 
the various offices of the S.S.B.M. (This was a medal produced to allow the 
purchaser to engrave the name of the wounded soldier, for whom it was  
intended, and add any other information deemed relevant or important). 
 

Figure 2. 

Figure 3. 

Figure 2. 


